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AS/A level English Language, English
Language and Literature, and English
Literature Newsletter

Happy New Year! We hope that you had a relaxing Christmas and that you are ready for
the challenges of the new term. In this term’s edition we hope to remind you of the
summary of the advance information for the summer 2023 exam series. The full details of
the advance information will be published during this term. We also have some general
and subject-specific updates and information that you may need as you begin this new
term.

1. Arrangements for summer 2023
2. Resources

3. Professional Learning 2022/23
4. NEA

5. Opportunities

6. Key dates

1. Arrangements for Summer 2023

The impact which the pandemic has had on teachers and learners over the last two years,
and the disruption it caused to teaching and learning, is still an on-going challenge for
those aiming to complete their qualifications in 2023.

Qualifications Wales has confirmed that the grading for this year’s results will fall broadly
midway between the 2019 and 2022 results. The current trajectory means that there will
be a return to pre-pandemic standards in 2024. You can find more information here.

In order to further support teachers delivering our GCE English qualifications in this
challenging period, we have given advance information of some aspects of our AS and A
level exams in 2023.

The full details of the advance information will be published on the subject-specific
websites during this term. The summary of this information is already available, however,
and teachers and lecturers can download this summary for the AS/A level English
qualifications under the ‘Key Documents’ tabs on each subject’s homepage. We have also
included the relevant information below for you.


https://www.qualificationswales.org/english/news/qualifications-wales-confirms-2023-qualifications-grading-approach/
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Subject Level Advance Information Summary

English Language AS & A level The advance information will apply to units 1,
2, 3 and 4 as follows and identify:

e the genre/purpose of the texts in Section A
and Section B of Unit 1

e the genres of writing in Unit 2

e the genre/purpose of the texts in Unit 3

e the genre/purpose of transcripts in Section
A of Unit 4

e the genre/purpose of the creative writing
task in Section B of Unit 4.

Subject Level Advance Information Summary
English Language and AS & A level The advance information will apply to units 1,
Literature 2, 3 and 4 as follows and identify:

e areduced range of poems, from the pre-
1914 Anthology, from which candidates will
be assessed in Unit 1, Section A

e the start and end points of a section of the
set texts from which the specific extracts
will be taken within Unit 2, Section A (Post-
1900 drama)

e the Act from which the extract will be
takenfor the chosen Shakespeare text in
Unit 3, Section A.

In addition, on 05 May 2023, we will pre-
release one of the three unseen extracts in
Unit 4, Section A.

Subject Level Advance Information Summary

English Literature AS & A level The advance information will apply to units 1,
2, 3 and 4 as follows and identify:

e the start and end points of a section of the
text from which the extract in Unit 1,
Section A part (i) will be taken

e a prescribed list of poems for each
collection, from which the named poem in
Unit 2, Section A part (i) will be taken

e areduced list of poems/number of lines on
which the assessment of Unit 3, Section A
Part (i) will be based

e the Act from which the extract will be
takenin Unit 4, Section A.
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Key points to remember for advance information:

e it must be read alongside the specification so that the information provided is
clearly understood and placed in the right context

e it can be used flexibly by centres to achieve its purpose of supporting revision.
Advance information should not, however, be used to narrow teaching and
learning

e it can be used by teachers in supporting their learners’ revision and referred to by
learners in their revision and final examination preparation

e it cannot be brought into the examinations

e it will not be at a level that allows questions to be predicted or answers prepared.

A good, broad understanding of all the content of the specification is always the best

preparation for success in an examination. Teachers and learners should bear in mind

that prior learning in a key idea or topic area might provide useful knowledge and

understanding and be required for learners to be able to answer questions fully. This is

particularly the case, for instance, for synoptic questions (those gquestions that give

learners the opportunity to draw together knowledge, skills and understanding from

across the full course of study and those questions marked using a levels of response

mark scheme.

Learners’ preparation for examinations should continue to focus on knowledge and
understanding that can be applied appropriately in the context of unseen examination
guestions. The format and structure of the examination papers will remain unchanged,
i.e. in 2023 the examinations will be as described in the relevant specification, with no
adaptations or amendments.

2. Resources wjec
cbac
. . . WJEC GCE English Language Resources
For each of our GCE English qualifications, our Guide

support teams have created Resource Guides This booklet provides an overview of the support, guidance and resorces
. available to those teaching the WJEC GCE English Language specification

for each of our subject areas: acoss our site of wabsites,
pom— v ]

GCE English Language Tho WWECSCE nalshommuans | | o s maring sehemes ancad of ek
GCE Enq I ish La nquaqe a nd Literatu re :Eb“e s the starting pfc?ec'w publication on the public website as well as access|
GCE English Literature

fication and to other resources such as the NEA standardising
videos.

For teachers to access the secure website, they
will need a username and password, which can be|
materials and past papers set up by their Examinations Officer.

These are essential dynamic documents for | ontoccampodion |

teachers as they curate the key support, e Ot xR e e Eucaionsi Resouross websia hoss foe
hm‘mar dlg\tal_lmnumes created by our dedicated team
of subject experts and web developers to support

guidance and resources offered by WJEC. inan neracive il farmat e emciing o iy f WAL et

Remember to access the wide range of free
digital resources available on the Digital
Resources website to support the delivery of
our English qualifications. Some recent
additions to this site include:

GCE English Language:

We have published some new resources as part of our recent CPD provision. The full suite
of materials is available on the secure website. Navigate to Resources - Subject Specific
Materials - CPD. There are four new exam walkthroughs from summer 2022 for each
examined Unit.


https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30279
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30279
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30281
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30281
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30219
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30219
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/default.aspx
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/default.aspx
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The Principal Examiners have also produced amplified assessment criteria which can be
found on the English Language page under Key Documents - Resources for teachers.

Knowledge Organisers: written by Sara Thorne, a collection of sample knowledge
organisers to support the learning of A level Language covering open word classes,
phrases and spoken language.

Search All » English Language » KS5

Resources to support the teaching
and learning of Component 2

A level English language Resour:es tosupponthe teachmg
knowledge organisers and learning of Companent 3

Engiisn Language Engish Language

\ 4, ’
Resources to support the teaching [l Essay writing skills (student
and learning of Component 1 focused)

Engiish Language Engiish Language Engsh Language

These could be used for revision or as a starting point for creating your own knowledge
organisers.

On the GCE English Language page, you will find a series of student booklets for teachers
to use as part of any blended or flipped learning approaches.

These editable materials collate many of the [0 Understanding Spoken Language
activities we have produced over the years in

thematic booklets. These aim to support IO Understanding The Language Levels
s’gudents develop their understanding. of six E Understanding The Nature Of Writing
different aspects of language study either =
working independently or as part of a curated E Understanding 215t Century English
programme put together by teachers to try to

cover some learning remotely. [0 Understanding Concepts And Issues

[ Understanding Language Change

These can be found by following Resources>Key
Documents>Resources for Teachers.

GCE English Language and Literature:

EE Spoken language

A new set of Blended Learning Resources have
been written to support teachers and learners with = x

the AS/A level qualification. These aim to support @ - S
learner s in developing their understanding of '
linguistic and literary analysis, creative writing,
spoken language and making connections between
texts. These set of resources can be used either
working independently or as part of a curated
programme put together by teachers to try and
cover some learning remotely. They can also be used
in the classroom and they have been written by a
team of senior examiners.



https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-and-literature-as-a-level/#tab_keydocuments
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=3255
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-as-a-level/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources

Exam walk through: written by Principal
Examiners, these resources offer practical

hints and tips on how to effectively approach

guestions in each examination paper. Using
guestions from 2019 exam papers, the
PowerPoint with audio and script in the

T
- e

Information
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Exam walk through - GCE AS/A Level English
Language & Literature

= Aimed at leamers, this Exam Walk Through resource offers practical hints and tips on
how to effectively approach questions in the examination paper. Using questions from
past exam papers, the PPT with audio help and audio script in the notes will walk you
through a mock examination paper, helping you revise and practise useful exam

techniques. You can complete the ‘mock” in a single sitfing, tackle one or twa.
auestions at a time or revisit some parts of the oresentation to reinforce vour

notes will walk you through a mock examination paper, helping students revise and

practise useful exam techniques. Students
can complete the “mock” in a single sitting,
tackle one or two questions at a time or
revisit some parts of the presentation to
reinforce their learning. These could be used
for revision or as a starting point for creating
your own knowledge organisers.

GCE English Literature:

Remember that there is a relatively new
set of Blended Learning Resources
available. These have been written to
support teachers and learners with the
AS/A level qualification. These aim to
support students in developing their
understanding of different aspects of
prose, poetry and drama, either working
independently or as part of a curated
programme put together by teachers to
try to cover some learning remotely. They

WJEC AS English Language and Literature Unit 1 Section B:

Creative writing and commentary

Some task ideas

One task will ask for writien
et such 2s:

Key Words from
Assessmant
Objectives
anovel f short story

an autol

aphy.

amagazine artice

abl

per task x

30 minutes
et suh as:
a playscrpt
aviog
a voiceover

a speech

One task will ask for spoken

‘Suggested approaches
Demonsteal attention to audience
‘and purpose through language:
chuices and use of lkerary and
Enguistic erms.
| Address word count suggestion of
| approximatety 200 words and in
jsion, get to know wha that amount
ook Ik in your own handwiting,
Avoid lengihy planning during exam
time: best work on your dea first and
ess genre, audience
00 purpose rathar than what content
you wrlte
Quiek edits can impreve a plece
wiling a lot. changing a verb,

=
noun, adding in a simée or metspher,

| changing vacabusary to improve

| m anoiogy.
Technical accuracy is imgortant, not
Justin quality of wiften expression
but alsa in delberate choces
punciuation f

Style controlled for
genre, audience and
|| purpose (part of ADS):

i
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Language choices

reveal knowledge

of literary and

linguistic features
£

A level Unit 2, Section B and Unit
3, Section B: Analytical and

English Literature

A level Unit 4: Shakespeare's
language - Blended learning

English Literature

s
- ___ a———
7 =
A level Unit 5: Comparing prose
text - Blended learning

English Literature

M
A level Unit 1, Section A: A close
analysis of prose fiction - Blended

English Literature

A level Unit 1, Section B:
Understanding dramatic

English Lierature

1

A level Unit 3, Section B:

Developing an understanding of

Engiish Literature

can also be used in the classroom and have been written by our Principal Examiners.

Exam walk through: written by Principal
Examiners, these resources offer practical

hints and tips on how to effectively approach

guestions in each examination paper. Using
questions from 2019 exam papers, the

PowerPoint with audio and script in the notes

will walk you through a mock examination
paper, helping students revise and practise
useful exam techniques. Students can

complete the “mock” in a single sitting, tackle
one or two questions at a time or revisit some

parts of the presentation to reinforce their

learning. These could be used for revision or as

a starting point for creating your own
knowledge organisers.

There is also an additional resource for those

teaching Unit 2. We hope that these short
booklets on the poets will support teachers
during the year ahead.

In addition to those resources on the

dedicated website, centres will find very useful
material on the WJEC secure website, such as:

English Literature

PHILIP LARKIN AND
CAROL ANN DUFFY



https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=4046
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=57&lvlId=1
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=56&lvlId=1
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=4045
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subid=56&lvlid=1
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=4244
https://www.wjecservices.co.uk/login.asp
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e previous A level CPD material: including lots of practical, classroom-focused
activities

e NEA Standardising Material: videos and commentaries to help internal
standardisation of NEA work

e past papers and mark schemes.

3. Professional Learning 2022/23

Many of you will have attended a variety of our Professional Learning events, either face-
to-face or online in the last few months. It was great to see new and familiar faces as we
returned to meeting in person for the first time since the pandemic. Some of you preferred
to use the two-hour twilight online sessions instead and we are glad that we have been
able to offer both types of events this year.

You can now access the materials from all our GCE English Professional Learning events
on our secure website. Once you log in to the site, go to the ‘Resources’ tab and choose
the ‘Subject-specific support material inc. CPD & exemplars’. This will take you to a page
with a search engine which you should complete as below. Note that you will need to
change the subject box depending on which qualification you teach.

£ Options
Subject Level Type of document Publication Year Language Brand
English Language A GCE ~ CPD A Al W English A WJEC

Enter free text search

@ Recards found 7

If you are teaching our English Literature specification in Northern Ireland, our face-to-face
Professional Learning event will be held in Belfast on 2 February. You can find more details
regarding the event and how to book a place here.

4. NEA

The final date for the submission of NEA marks and for sending the folders to the
moderator for all three GCE English subjects is 15 May.

We would like to remind centres that all non-examination assessment marks need to be
submitted on the WJEC Internal Assessment Mark Input System (IAMIS) in sufficient time
to generate the sample and despatch to the external moderator by 15 May 2023. Along
with your sample please send the cover sheets and NEA checklists available on the subject

pages.
A level NEA Cover Sheet - English Language

A level NEA Checklist - English Language

A level NEA Cover Sheet - English Language and Literature

A level NEA Checklist - English Language and Literature
A level NEA Cover Sheet - English Literature
A level NEA Checklist - English Literature



http://www.wjecservices.co.uk/
https://wjec.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873635707/events/129432367?locale=en-GB&_ga=2.132941326.1420409933.1670230490-45187466.1623419828
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5165
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5167
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5167
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-and-literature/A%20level%20English%20Language%20and%20Literature%20Component%204%20Non-exam%20Assessment%20Folder%202017.docx?language_id=1
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-and-literature/A%20level%20English%20Language%20and%20Literature%20Component%204%20Non-exam%20Assessment%20Folder%202017.docx?language_id=1
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29431
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29431
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature-as-a-level/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature-as-a-level/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5205
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5205
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5. Opportunities

Lit in Colour

As part of our commitment to diversity we have been supporting
Bloomsbury’s Lit In Colour: A Spotlight on Plays and Drama Research.
The Lit in Colour campaign is committed to supporting English and

Drama teachers to make the change to teach new texts, in particular e s
new play texts, and introduce new writers of colour into the classroom.
Change can’t happen alone, which is why the campaign is supporting
teachers with new play texts and resources to help create the change which we aII want to
see happen.

As part of the Lit in Colour campaign, there are classroom resources, author ‘in
conversation’ events and texts to explore.

. Explore
In Conversation P

Resources to support 't text
i . PP With Events Set e
your teaching , and play
and Recordings cditiofis ;
TWPril Al V. YPPIR Al V. YPPIE Al V.

You can sign up to the Lit in Colour newsletter for updates.

Teaching Marlowe?

Adam Hansen and Paul Frazer are co-editing a special online issue of the international
publication, The Journal of Marlowe Studies, on 'Teaching Marlowe'. As Doctor Faustus
appears as a set text on our Unit 1 paper, they are eager to get perspectives and
contributions from those currently teaching the play. The aim would be to create a forum
and resource for people to develop and share ways to teach this amazing author.

Some of the areas in which they are looking for contributions
are:

Teaching Marlowe not Shakespeare

Marlowe and social justice

The place of the stage (or drama) in the Marlowe classroom
Marlowe and/as ‘cultural capital’

Resources for teaching Marlowe

Marlowe and the decolonised or ecocritical curriculum
Marlowe and queer pedagogies

Feminism in the Marlowe classroom

Marlowe and appropriation in the classroom

Marlowe in the global/online classroom

We hope that some of you will be interested in sharing your expertise and that we will see
your names appearing in the journal once it is published. You can get in touch with Adam
and Paul and find more information about the project here.


https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/connect/about-us/lit-in-colour-research-and-resources/spotlight-on-plays-and-drama-research/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/connect/about-us/lit-in-colour-research-and-resources/classroom-resources/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/connect/about-us/lit-in-colour-research-and-resources/author-and-playwright-q-as/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/connect/about-us/lit-in-colour-research-and-resources/author-and-playwright-q-as/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/connect/about-us/lit-in-colour-research-and-resources/set-texts-and-plays-to-explore/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/newsletters/lit-in-colour-newsletter/
https://call-for-papers.sas.upenn.edu/cfp/2022/10/27/teaching-marlowe-special-issue-of-the-journal-of-marlowe-studies

a
wjec
cbac

6. Key dates

Key dates for the coming year have been posted on the WJEC website under ‘Key
Documents '> ‘Key dates’ on the relevant subject page.

e AS/A Level English Language

e AS/A Level English Language and Literature
e AS/A Level English Literature

Julia Harrison Rhodri Jones

Subject Officer Subject Officer

AS/A level English Language  AS/A level English Language and Literature
AS/A level English Literature

Matt Oatley Mike Williams

Subject Support Officer Subject Support Officer

AS/A level English Language  AS/A level English Language and
Literature

AS/A level English Literature

gceenglish@wijec.co.uk

029 2240 4292


https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=43517
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=43656
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=43655
mailto:gceenglish@wjec.co.uk

