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AS/A level English Language, English
Language and Literature, and English
Literature Newsletter - January 2024

Blwyddyn Newydd Dda! We hope that you had a good Christmas and that you are ready
for the challenges of the new term. In this edition of the newsletter, we have some general
and subject-specific updates and information that you may need as you begin this new
term.

Arrangements for summer 2024
Resources

Professional Learning 2024
NEA

Opportunities

Key dates

QGRS

1. Arrangements for Summer 2024

For the summer 2024 exam series, AS and A level qualifications will return to pre-
pandemic approaches. This means that no advance information will be provided and there
will not be a midway grading policy as there was in 2022 and 2023. Grades will be
awarded in line with the summer 2019 outcomes.

GCE English Literature:

Please be aware that for Unit 3, Section B of the A level English Literature paper, the
layout of the question will be slightly different in summer 2024. An example of how the
summer 2023 question would have looked had the same layout been applied is below:

6. Compare the presentation of journeys in Poem A: ‘Troop Train Returning’ by Les
Murray and in one other poem from the list below:

Poem B: ‘Enlli’ by Christine Evans

Poem C: ‘Penitence’ by John Burnside

Poem D: ‘Driving in Fog’ by Robert Minhinnick.
[60]



2. Resources

Remember that the papers and mark schemes
from the summer 2023 series are available to

view on our secure website. If you don't have
access, please contact your exams officer.

For each of our GCE English qualifications,
there are examples of responses to the
summer 2023 papers on the subject-specific
website.

We also have a catalogue of the available
exemplar material from previous exam series
which you can also access via the subject-
specific website and by clicking on the ‘Key
Documents’ tab. The catalogue can be found
in the ‘Exemplars’ folder.

For each of our GCE English qualifications, our
support teams have created Resource Guides
for each of our subject areas:

GCE English Language
GCE English Language and Literature
GCE English Literature
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WJEC GCE English Language Resources

Guide

This booklet provides an overview of the support, guidance and resources
available to those teaching the WJEC GCE English Language specification
across our suite of websites.

The secure website gives teachers access o past
papers and marking schemes ahead of their
publication on the public website as well as access|
1o other resources such as the NEA standardising
videos.

The WJEC GCE English Language
sublect webpage on the Edugas.
website is the starting place for
anyone teaching the specification and
contains a range of official
documentation relating to the
quallfication including the
specification, sample assessment
materials and past papers.

For teachers to access the secure website, they
will need a username and password, which can be
set up by their Examinations Officer.

Online Exam Review

Educational Resources

The Educational Resources website hosts free
digital resources created by our dedicated team
of subject experts and web developers to support
the teaching and learning of WJEC qualifications.

The Online Exam Review website
hosts marked examination exemplar
in an interactive digital format

Key Documents

Past Papers

Marking Schemes
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Newsletters

CPD Materials

Educational Resources

Grade Boundaries and Exam Results Analysis

10. | KeyDates

11. | Non-Examination Assessment

These are essential dynamic documents for teachers as they curate the key support,

guidance and resources offered by WJEC.

Remember to access the wide range of free digital resources available on the Digital
Resources website to support the delivery of our English qualifications. Some recent

additions to this site include:

GCE English Language:

Knowledge Organisers: written by Sara Thorne,
a collection of sample knowledge organisers to
support the learning of A level Language
covering open word classes, phrases and spoken
language.

These could be used for revision or as a starting
point for creating your own knowledge
organisers.

Search All » English Language » KS5

/el
Resources to support the teaching
and Jearning of Component 2

Resources to support the teaching
and learning of Component 3

Englsn Langusge Engish Language
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s % = "
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Resources to support the teaching [l Essay writing skills (student English in the 215t Century
and learning of Component 1 focused) (student focused)
Engian Language Engiah Language Engesh Language


https://www.wjecservices.co.uk/login.asp
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30279
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30279
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30281
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30281
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30219
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30219
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/default.aspx
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/default.aspx
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=3255
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On the GCE English Language page, you will find a series of student booklets for teachers
to use as part of any blended or flipped learning
approaches.

Understanding Spoken Language

These editable materials collate many of the
activities we have produced over the years in
thematic booklets. These aim to support
students develop their understanding of six
different aspects of language study either
working independently or as part of a curated
programme put together by teachers to try to
cover some learning remotely.

Understanding The Language Levels
Understanding The Naturs Of Writing
Understanding 215t Century English

Understanding Concepts And Issues

Understanding Language Change

These can be found by following Resources>Key Documents>Resources for Teachers.

GCE English Language and Literature:

All the materials from previous Professional Learning events can be found on the AS/A
level English Language and Literature site. Click on ‘Training’ from the menu and then on
‘Materials from previous events’ to access these. There is also a handy link on the subject-
specific page to some of our key resources for this qualification. Click on the ‘Resources’
tab from the menu to access this page.

A set of Blended Learning Resources have been @3 Linguistic and literary analysis 1 o

English Language / Literature

written to support teachers and learners with the AS/A
level qualification. These aim to support students in
developing their understanding of different aspects of
the language and literature course. There are resources \ :
on: You hausnit sterted this lesson vet.

e Linguistic and Literary Analysis
e Creative Writing

e Connecting Texts

e Spoken Language

These have been developed so that they can support learners who are either working
independently or as part of a curated programme put together by teachers to try to cover
some learning remotely. They can also be used in the classroom and have been written by
senior examiners and current teachers.

GCE English Literature:

All the materials from previous Professional Learning
events can be found on the AS/A level English Literature
site. Click on ‘Training’ from the menu and then on
‘Materials from previous events’ to access these. They
include the materials focusing on poetry from autumn
2019 to support you with Unit 2 and Unit 3. There is also a
handy link on the subject-specific page to some of our
key resources for this qualification. Click on the
‘Resources’ tab from the menu to access this page.



https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-as-a-level/?sub_nav_level=course-materials#tab_resources
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-and-literature-as-a-level/#tab_overview
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-language-and-literature-as-a-level/#tab_overview
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subid=57&lvlid=1
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/english-literature-as-a-level/#tab_overview
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On the Digital Resources site, you will find resources for Blended Learning, Exam walk-
throughs and Knowledge Organisers as well as resources focused on some of the key skills
required for studying English Literature.

Blended Learning Resources have been written to support teachers and learners with the
AS/A level qualification. These aim to support students in developing their understanding
of different aspects of prose, poetry and drama, either working independently or as part

of a curated programme put together by teachers to try to cover some learning remotely.
They can also be used in the classroom and have been written by our Principal Examiners.

Written by Principal Examiners, the Exam walk through resources offer practical hints and
tips on how to effectively approach questions in each examination paper. Using questions
from 2019 exam papers, the PowerPoint with audio and script in the notes will walk you
through a mock examination paper, helping students revise and practise useful exam
techniques. Students can complete the “mock” in a single sitting, tackle one or two
guestions at a time or revisit some parts of the presentation to reinforce their learning.
These could be used for revision or as a starting point for creating your own knowledge
organisers.

In addition to those resources on the dedicated website, centres will find very useful
material on the WJEC secure website, such as:

e previous A level CPD material: including lots of practical, classroom-focused
activities

e NEA Standardising Material: videos and commentaries to help internal
standardisation of NEA work

e past papers and mark schemes.

3. Professional Learning 2024

Many of you have already attended one of our free online exam feedback Professional
Learning events in the autumn term. We are now looking forward to seeing you in person
at one of our face-to-face events in the next few months. We know how essential these
meetings are not only to receive further feedback on the summer exam series, guidance
and tips for the upcoming exam series and to meet and ask questions to senior and
principal examiners, but also to share ideas and resources with teaching colleagues. We
hope to see you at one of these events soon:

GCE English Language and Literature: Teaching Poetry for WJEC AS/A level English
Literature

6 February - Cardiff
21 February - Llandudno
6 March - Belfast (to be confirmed)

The focus will be on the following:

e improving your teaching of poetry for Unit 1 and Unit 4
e how to increase learner confidence and engagement with poetry


https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=56&lvlId=1
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=56&lvlId=1
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.aspx?rIid=4045
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subid=56&lvlid=1
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subid=56&lvlid=1
https://www.wjecservices.co.uk/login.asp
https://wjec.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873650009/events/129511030?locale=en-GB&_ga=2.202862737.1290442387.1702282969-978112696.1693818372
https://wjec.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873650009/events/129511031?locale=en-GB&_ga=2.268744689.1290442387.1702282969-978112696.1693818372
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¢ how to improve learner responses to exam questions requiring the reading and
analysis of poetry

e exploring approaches to dealing with unseen poetry and how to compare poetry
and other texts in Unit 4.

GCE English Literature: Teaching Poetry for WJEC AS/A level English Literature

1 February - Cardiff
22 February - Llandudno

The focus will be on the following:

e improving your teaching of poetry for Unit 2 and Unit 3

e how to increase learner confidence and engagement with poetry

¢ how to improve learner responses to exam questions requiring the reading and
analysis of poetry

e exploring approaches to dealing with comparing unseen poetry in Unit 3.

4. NEA

A number of you have been in touch to voice your concerns regarding candidates’
possible use of Al (Artificial Intelligence) in their NEA.

You can find detailed guidance in the document JCQ Al Use in Assessments: Protecting
the Integrity of Qualifications. Below is a summary of this guidance and suggestions to
centres about preventing the misuse of Al in WJEC GCE English Language / English
Language and Literature / English Literature NEA.

What is Al misuse in NEA?

Al misuse is candidates’ use of Al tools, such as ChatGPT, to obtain and create content
used in work produced for non-examined assessments which lead towards their
qualification.

Any use of Al to create content for assessment is not permitted. Candidates must submit
work for assessment which is their own, original work and which applies the knowledge,
skills and understanding developed through their English qualifications. Any use of Al
which means candidates have not independently produced their own, original work is
malpractice.

Any work that is created by Al will not form part of the candidate’s assessment and must
be declared. Where it has been used to gather information, such as a summary of an
article or an essay, candidates must provide a full acknowledgement of the content that
was generated with the full name of the Al source and date the content was generated,
e.g., ChatGPT 3.5 (https://openai.com/ blog/chatgpt/), 25/01/2023. Centres and
candidates should be aware that poor referencing constitutes malpractice.

Whose responsibility is it to mitigate against Al use in NEA?

It is the centre’s responsibility to ensure malpractice policies and procedures are updated
and implemented. Assessors must not accept work which is not the candidate’s own.


https://wjec.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873650010/events/129508981?locale=en-GB&_ga=2.21871035.1290442387.1702282969-978112696.1693818372
https://wjec.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873650010/events/129508986?locale=en-GB&_ga=2.100037406.1290442387.1702282969-978112696.1693818372
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice/artificial-intelligence/
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-office/malpractice/artificial-intelligence/
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Ultimately, the Head of Centre has responsibility for ensuring candidates do not submit
inauthentic work.

JCQ guidance states that centres should do the following:

e Explain the importance of candidates submitting their own independent work.

e Ensure the centre’s malpractice policy includes misuse of Al.

¢ Reinforce to candidates the significance of their electronic declaration where they
confirm their work is their own.

e Teachers are also required to authenticate candidate’s work before it can be submitted
for assessment.

Suggestions to prevent misuse of Al in NEA

Centres are advised to refer to qualifications’ specifications’ information about assessment
evidence and authentication for information about what is required to appropriately
authenticate work.

JCQ and WJEC recommend centres and teachers do the following to help prevent the
misuse of Al in assessment:

e Consider restricting access to online Al tools on centre devices and networks.

e Allocate time for sufficient portions of written work (e.g., essays, creative writing,
investigations) to be done in class under direct supervision.

e Allocate time for sufficient portions of preparatory work to be done in class under
direct supervision.

e Examine intermediate / planning stages of production work and keep evidence of
planning / draft work.

e Investigate instances where candidates produce work which is different to their usual
style or quality.

e Do not accept work for assessment which it is suspected has been created by Al tools.

As a result of the development of Al, the cover sheets for each subject have been
strengthened:

A level NEA Cover Sheet - English Language

A level NEA Checklist - English Language

A level NEA Cover Sheet - English Language and Literature

A level NEA Checklist - English Language and Literature

A level NEA Cover Sheet - English Literature

A level NEA Checklist - English Literature

We would like to remind centres that all non-examination assessment marks need to be
submitted on the WJEC Internal Assessment Mark Input System (IAMIS) in sufficient time
to generate the sample and despatch to the external moderator by 15 May 2024. Along
with your sample please send the cover sheets and NEA checklists available on the subject
pages.


https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5165
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5165
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29427
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29427
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29430
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29430
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29431
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29431
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29427
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=29427
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5205
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=5205
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5. Opportunities

Poetry By Heart
To improve your learners’ engagement with poetry, why not

make use of and take part in the 2024 Poetry By Heart P O ET RY BY

competition. Poetry By Heart is a national poetry speaking
competition for schools and colleges. It’s also a website for h—‘] Ev | 2 |
teaching and learning about poetry - by heart and out loud, and

with plenty of choice for young people to explore poems and

find the ones that speak to them. Taking part in Poetry By Heart is all about developing
confidence with poetry in an enjoyable, accessible and engaging way that leads to its life-
long enjoyment.

You can register and receive the Poetry By Heart competition-in-a-box which includes a
calendar, posters and further resources for your classroom on their website.

ESU
Many of you will be familiar with the work of the English
Speaking Union. They work with young people and the

teachers to improve oracy skills and cross-cultural ENGLISH-
understanding, and run fun, games-led debate and public SPEAKING
speaking curricula and workshops which encourage students U NION

to discuss a wide range of topical issues with an open mind.

They guide schools on using oracy in the classroom and on

setting up and maintaining their own debate clubs; and provide teachers with a range of
Continuing Professional Development opportunities in the fields of speech and debate.
Nationally and internationally, they also run public speaking and debating competitions to
hone the skills they provide, and offer a variety of cultural exchanges for students,
teachers and professionals alike to build relationships and share ideas across communities
and countries.

The skills which they develop are also integral to developing the creativity and structured
thinking which we would expect to see in candidates’ written work in their exams. You can
find more information on their website.

Theatre

Some of our set texts are being performed in the coming months. Seeing and
experiencing a live performance can not only bring these texts to life but also help to
engage them in thinking about how meaning is created. Many productions offer significant
discounts for school groups or for those under 25.

King Lear - Almeida Theatre, London (8 Feb - 30 Mar)

Othello - Sam Wanamaker Playhouse (Globe Theatre), London (19 Jan - 13 April)

Henry IV, Part 1 - Noel Coward Theatre, London (1 April - 22 June)

Remember that you can also access a wealth of free live

theatre online through registering with the National -
Theatre. Once you register, you are not only able to a Iona
stream performances of a variety of plays, you are also

able to access learning resources, including short films, I heatre


https://poetrybyheart.org.uk/
https://www.esu.org/
https://www.esu.org/
https://almeida.co.uk/whats-on/king-lear/
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/whats-on/othello-2023/
https://www.noelcowardtheatre.co.uk/whats-on/player-kings
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learn-explore/schools/national-theatre-collection/#uk-state-secondary-fe
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learn-explore/schools/national-theatre-collection/#uk-state-secondary-fe
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synopses, key learnings and rehearsal diaries, enriching the experience of the plays in the
classroom.

6. Key dates

Key dates for the coming year have been posted on the WJEC website under ‘Key
Documents’> ‘Key dates’ on the relevant subject page.

e AS/A Level English Language

e AS/A Level English Language and Literature

e AS/A Level English Literature

Julia Harrison Rhodri Jones

Subject Officer Subject Officer

AS/A level English Language  AS/A level English Language and Literature
AS/A level English Literature

Habiba Begum Mike Williams

Subject Support Officer Subject Support Officer

AS/A level English Language  AS/A level English Language and
Literature

AS/A level English Literature

aceenglish@wiec.co.uk | 029 2240 4292



https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=43517
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=43656
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=43655
mailto:gceenglish@wjec.co.uk

